hooked on bati

Text by Roberta Landman
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tecel aned color-rich paintings depicting Mative Amer

wans have wome her accolacles matbmwicle
iand in Eurogqae

Faer the last few years, poemeeys o
France amd Itely with artisi friends have
apeat ke view theemies in her batik seork, Vi
braniby hueed, the ari borm of the Enrn-

pean experience captures the hush fields,
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rustic Iilddings with tiled rodols, faberi-

vas af eharmving cales, amd other ol
inetits foannd in Tustany and Provenee,
Andd, taking a cue from her Exropean
anisl ooanterpants, whom e meels al
intermational  batiking  conferences,
Ehling has begun adding abstract de-
signs o her reperoire,

Whatever the theme, how she does
her artwork remains essentially the
same: Umee her cdrawing s completsd
oan Piari costioan, she uses either a brush
or a special was-hobiling pen called &
grerding o "paint” melied wax inio areas
thiat she does nat wani 6 absorh color,
The cloals 1= ileen 1Ii:|l|:|n|.':|. it @ bath od
dye, and the wax i removed by bolling
the fwhric in vwaiern

These steps ane repeated aver aned

over as mere hines are applieed and e
wark B eompleted. “Te's a very wedions,
lengihy process.” Ehling sdmis, as
soile registers her satsfaction with the
apatvedyved mounming of a newly be-
gun wiark,

Tl artist wlso has acdapred her baclk
teclinigpee b0 walereolor images on o
pet, brushiing on e led wax o “resis”
umwanted eoloss, Inthis case, leat from
i b T B nsed o remese the wass

Whichever form of batiking she om-
plovs, Ehling nates, “You need a bt of
patience for this. Ned a bou of amists
wnd Aoy dlew i

Shie hI:'ETII'l t':I:FIlI.'I'iI'II.II.'n1iI1H widli bk
in 1071, Curdosity had led her o @mke @
wml.,thnp in the art :r-r'hnir.lur, whiich

has been practiced for thowsamds of




viears in Indonesia and othier locales. In
the early "7k, howwever, the ar T wis
assacied maore with the h't|'||'|i.-|'l. ol the
1EHHbs than with sermes i, she recalls.
OF hvier owveme firsa ateInps, shie laughing-
Iy says, °1 was dodng batik paintings of
Iy e Chilldres, fbowers arsd cienesy sube
ject matker”

Avisil 1o the fosmer Swanne Brown
Callery iin Scotesdabe alsqun 30 vears
ago changed all that. [t was Brown
wlhio sugpesied than the arts's work
take a mwore Soutlwesiery vicw, el
incorparde Indian women and chil
drem, Ehlimg reosembers. 1 went
home and did a series that was bung
at Swgmnne Brown's. It just inomed
ately flew off the walls,” Ehling =i

Her interest in Notive Amer-
cans and her admistion for them
grew as Ehling read about thei
history and culiore, and also waai-
el Indian reservatioms, =1 went up
Lo A !'u';|'.:|._iu reservition in norihe
e Arizona, and 1 alse spent lots
of vnse i the Mew Mexico |'||.|-|'I:r
los, hoel |:|||1:I||=.=I'.I|:||Iil'||.1l amel
sketching.” she savs. “Since many
H:.|I|'.r .’|.I||-|'|'i:.;l'|". don't like 1o be
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i e intrsnve with cither my camera
ar my sketching, asking  prermissioan
ench gime. Along the way, I'vee haad
mzny Dndian antist friends, and they all
thoarght what 1 was doang was cool,
since [ wis presenting their people ina
WATTTH Waly.

A few vears ago, Ehling was con-
tacted by Morthland Poblishing amnd

asked o provide artwork for a0 chil-
dren’s stony by Coloraco author Linda
Titled The Nigh! Hhe
Gererpdfathers Dancad, the ook aboot

Iheresa Kaceek.

children and elders of the Uie iribe iz
illustrated with Ehling™s charming
hatik ln..mllil'u;u_a ol tribal members,
“When the children's hook came oaat,
it was extremely wellseceived by the
Utes ol Coloracds, net only For iis
wonderfinl story, bt also for dlie §l-
lustrachons,” savs the artst, The
bersk peceived several awards, in-
Heritage
Awvarel froan the Matioaal Coadsoy

cluding the Western
Hall of Fame,

The twle of how Elling wound
W oan artisl in Arieomn s oas fsck
mating as many of her paantings. As
i Sevearandd duriong Waorld War 11,
shie and other Gunily members led
their native Hongary a8 the Rus-
simns were about o wrest 1t froan
Cierman conirod, Inan odad twast of
e, they found safety in Caermany,
“Hungary and Germany were allies

.

ot ihe time,” she -|'xFI|:Ii.I1h. shrug:
ging her shoatlclers an the vagares
ol huistaary,

Wheen sla was W, the Gimily bieft




Cermany amd immigrated o the Unie-
e Stanes, setling in Wankesha, Wis, "5
was A oypheal American Midwest rown,”
sl says with a smile. “And it was a
wornderful way o become American-
fzed.”

Then, in the mid-19%k, ber family
relocated o Chicago. There, the anis-
tic Ehling took classes ot that city's
funed An Insdoie, and Bger gradoai-
e Frgan the American Acsdemy of A,
wlicre she lad studied commercial an
and fahion illustraton. A subsedquent
yearlong sowly teip 1o Paris did nod pe-
sult i ber eintering the world of Eash-
ol lisieatkon, though she did come
close. While in France, the then 22-
vear-old had the opporumit to wy e
b an skerehing mmway models for
the Buned Chiristian Dior design howse,
About a woeek Eater, shie received a letier
Froom Do stating il she soald have
bz hired hicd she saot been froam an-
ather comntry—that forsign land being
Americie b is not this memory of e

Parisian experience bt rather Sundays

thi miasters thiat brings o specil Lght to
Ehling's eves. Those interludes kindbed

hier lowwe of fine ar.

spent at the Loavre among the art of

Mot long alter remming o Chica
g, she mer Helmuot “[se™ Ehling, her
hisband of M years and today a retired
Mortorala engineer, I 196SE, the two
ived 1o Arieonm, where she coatin
ved art sidy ar Fhoenix College,
raised her noaeadule children, and
witl an e bagilel her reputation as the
forcimost batk anis of the Soathwest,
These diys, after sketching and paine-
ing traps abroad with her ardse bad-
|:||'r::|r ainel travels with her llll!hhl'lll'l.. alie
has gone back 1o her Evrapean roos
o insgaration.

At her studio, snall sketchbooks
are chock-lull aof ler pen-and-ink drass-
ings of the scenery and sculpnire ol
Laly wned France. Many of these will in-
spire batik paintimgs, Ehling hopes.
Oine, a drawing on oolion, lIL'|lirL-| F
tiny cafe she and Joe el caten at in
Provence. “The Door will be lalksck and
white tiles,” says Ehling, podnting oul
details. *I's going o ave very codorfol
plates, and there will be crobssants, And
thit chandelier,” she continwes with a
bisink iof excitemant in her eyes: “U'm go-
imgr 1o meike it look brassy, 1 haven'n
done baass in batik before.™ '3
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